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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

THOMAS WEELKES

(6TH) EVENING SERVICE FOR TWO CONTRATENORS

Sources:

Wimborne Abbey: P11 (Contratenor 2); P14 (Tenor) P15 (Bass).

US-NYp Mus. Res. *xMNZ (Chirk) [1-4]. A set of partbooks from Chirk Castle (c.1618 - 1633)
for Contratenor I and II, Tenor and Bassus; but lacking the Medius. The Organ book from

this set is GB-Och Mus. 6, but no music for Weelkes’ service is contained within it.
Consequently, the Organ and Medius part(s) are editorial.
The music is presented up a tone, in original note values.

The opening Contratenor verse is similar to that in the Fifth Service (‘In medio chori’), and so
the organ part has been reconstructed on that basis. Previous organ reconstructions have

attempted to match it to Byrd’s Second Service.

Other helpful similarities can be found. The opening of the first chorus of the Magnificat is
paralleled, a tone higher, in the Fourth Service (for Trebles) at ‘For behold from henceforth’.
The Bass Verse at ‘He hath put down’ (bars 56-8) has some resemblance to the phrase at this

point in his Seventh (‘Short’) Service.

The music for the Gloria is the same for both canticles. Minor differences in each rendition,

affecting underlay and note division, have been reconciled.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2026
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