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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

THoOMAS TALLIS

SHORT SERVICE

Tallis’s Short Service, sometimes called the ‘Dorian’ Service, is likely the first music written for
the English liturgy, along with his Litany and Responses.

Sources:

New York Public Library, MS Mus. Res. *MNZ(Chirk):

a set of partbooks from Chirk Castle, c. 1630.
Cambridge, Peterhouse: Latter Caroline partbooks, c. 1635.
The First Book of Selected Church Musick, John Barnard (London, 1641)
London, RCM MSS 1045-1051: the Barnard partbooks. (Venite incomplete.)

The music is presented up a tone in original note values. The edition is intended to be for
performance, and represents a conflation of the sources.

The soures vary considerably, most notably in terms of note rhythm to accommodate the words,
and the underlay itself.

All ‘standard’ accidentals to the left of the note reflect those found in any of the sources, though
the treatment varies across the sources. Editorial accidentals are in square brackets.
Accidentals in parentheses are cautionary.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2025
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