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ANCIENT GROOVYE MUSIC

HobpiE CHRISTUS NATUS EST

JAN PIETERZOON SWEELINCK

EDITORIAL NOTES

Source: No. 13, Cantiones sacrae ... quinque vocum, (Antwerp: Phalesium, 1619)

The music is presented in original note values, down a tone. (Chiave alte are used in
the source.) Arguably, the pitch could stand a further reduction by a tone.

The mensural symbols suggest a simple sesquialtera relationship between the C 3/2
and C sections; though by the early 17th century, rules of proportionality have become
less strict.

Thus, a beat of 3 minims becomes a beat of 2 minims. A tempo of o- = 45 is suggested
for the triple-time sections, giving o = 45 for the C sections (subdivided as J =90 in
practice).

If the triple-time sections are performed a bit faster, (e.g. o+ = 60), then this leads to
an alternative relationship, in which J J in the triple time becomes J in the duple

time. This may be more easily ‘felt’ by some choirs.

Yet another possibility is for o- in the triple time to become J in the duple sections
(said to be ‘in the Venetian style’), essentially making the triple time even faster in
relation to the duple time. A pulse of 80 is suggested for both o- and & in this case.

Relationship Triple time pulse o- Duple pulse J
O = O 45 90
JJ _ J 60 90
o= o 80 80

Barlines are editorial, including the double bars, as are fermatas at suitable

‘gathering’ points, always at the end of a duple section before the return to ‘Hodie’.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2024
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