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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI

DIXIT DOMINO secondo

a 8 concertato con due violini & quattro viole o Tromboni
quali se portasse l’accidental anco si ponno lasciare.

Source: Selva Morale e Spirituale (Venice: Bartolomeo Magni, 1641)

Triple-time sections have been halved. This is to mitigate the counter-intuitive circumstance of
having semibreves and breves in the triple time that are faster than minims in duple-time sections
that follow.

Fermata have been added where they are absent from some staves but present on others. Accidentals
in square brackets are those obviously missing (e.g. present in another part at the same point, and
where a chromatic contradiction is inconceivable.) Some additional bass figures have been supplied.

There are no indications of what, when and how the ‘quattro viole o tromboni’ mentioned in the
index of the books, are to be used. Eight instruments, doubling each voice, would be optimal, if you

have the money. Four ‘viola or trombone’ parts are provided editorially.

109-112: Alto 2 and Tenor 2 have dotted rhythms in the source on ‘“cerdos in ae-’. This whole section is
otherwise homo-rhythmic in equal notes.

119, Alto 2: Source has minim A, but cut short to avoid clash with Bass 2, as in the source at 116.

119, Basso 1: 4th note is B in source, but must surely be C, in keeping with the thirds in every instance.
Also first two notes of 120 are G in source, but should be B.

125, Tenore 1: 3rd note is A in source. Changed to G. (Also Viola 3)

127, Alto 1: Source has all Es, but 3rd note ought to be F, as in A2, which is otherwise in unison.
168, Alto 1: Last note is G in source; changed to A. Also Violino 1. (See Alto 2 in next bar.)

170 Tenore 1: Source has G for 2nd note; changed to A. Also Viola 3.

209 Canto 2: Source has D E F on ‘Spiritu-’, but Violino ritornello has crotchet D, F.

225, Canto 1: Source has G#, against Gn in Violino 1. I love a falsie as much as the next man, but...

232, Altus 2: Source has F for first note, but in every other instance where the Basso continuo has

these repeated 4 notes, the chord stays the same.
258: The final note is a long. A fermata has been added.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2026
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