Confitebor zerzo

alla francese a 5 qual si puo concertare con quatro viole da brazzo
lasciando la parte del soprano alla voce sola
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ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI

CONFITEBOR ftergo

alla francese a 5 qual si puo concertare con quatro viole da brazzo
lasciando la parte del soprano alla voce sola

Source: Selva Morale e Spirituale (Venice: Bartolomeo Magni, 1641)

Triple-time sections have been halved. This is to mitigate the counter-intuitive circumstance of
having semibreves and breves in the triple time that are faster than minims in duple-time sections
that follow.

Fermata have been added where they are absent from some staves but present on others. Accidentals
in square brackets are those obviously missing (e.g. present in another part at the same point, and

where a chromatic contradiction is inconceivable.) Some additional bass figures have been supplied.

22, Soprano 2: G# is dotted crotchet in source; though Soprano 1 and Basso have a rest.

121, Soprano 1: The source has 'too many notes' from here until beat 3 of the next bar. The simplest
solution assumes that the dot on the crotchet in this bar is an error.

129, Soprano 1: The source has semiquavers for the two quavers here. It also repeats the word 'et' on

the low D, perhaps in error; perhaps indicating a breath?

130, Soprano 1: The underlay in the source suggests the four syllables of ‘Spi-ri-tu-i’ all on the four

semiquavers.

152: Final note is a long.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2026
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