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Messe a tre voci

ANTONIO LOTTI
(1667 - 1740)

Edited by
Ben Byram-Wigfield

Sources: Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde in Wien, A410: an autograph manuscript in score. Venice, Biblioteca
Nazionale Marciana, Cod. It. IV 1738 & 1739; 19th-century scores in C, B flat and A; Fondazione Levi, C.F.D.10: a score
dated 1769; Dresden, SLUB, Mus 2159-D2, 2a & 2b, early 18th-century Venetian scores.

Accidentals in brackets are cautionary, editorial, or those not present in all sources. The organ part represents a
reduction of the violin and basso seguente parts.

The tempo indications in brackets are from the Venetian sources, and if not original, they are at least indicative of
Venetian practice.
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EDITORIAL NOTES

Sources:

Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde in Wien, A410: an autograph manuscript in score

Dresden, SLUB, Mus 2159-D2, 2a & 2b: early 18th-century Venetian scores

Venice, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Cod. It. IV 1738 & 1739: 19th-century scores in C, B flat and A
Venice, Fondazione Levi, C.F.D.10: a score dated 1769

This work was published by Universal Edition in 1913 with the title ‘Studenten-messe’, though this seems to
have been an invention of the editors.

The autograph manuscript in Vienna is scored for two violins and three voices, with C3, C4 and F4 clefs.
Several other sources are found in Venetian archives or on 18th-century Venetian paper elsewhere, but
none of theme have the violin parts. These ‘choir-only’” sources broadly agree with one another, bar some
minor underlay, but they vary from the autograph in a number of places. It is therefore not clear whether
the autograph came first, the strings then discarded for more daily use; or whether the strings were added
to the existing vocal parts; alterations to the voices being made to suit the change of scoring,

Lotti frequently shared examples of his music with musicians at the court of the Holy Roman Emperor:
Marc Antonio Ziani, J.J. Fux and Antonio Caldara.

The autograph does not contain an organ staff: this may have been a necessity as the paper only has 10
staves, so 2 systems of 2 violins + ATB will just fit. However, one bass figure by a note in the Sanctus, and
the presence of a phrase without words at the start of Et incarnatus est (which is not found sung in other
sources) suggests that the organ is intended shares the Bass’s staff. Several of the Venetian sources contain
a basso seguente line for the organ, which includes the ‘introductory’ notes at the start of each movement.

This edition follows the autograph manuscript, with original note values. Minor alterations to the underlay,
found in the Venetian sources, which preserve the points of imitation, have been made.

The organ part is a realisation that includes the organ basso found in Venetian sources, and a reduction of
the violin parts.
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