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ILVOTO CRUDELE

PERSONAGGI

GEFTE (Tenor) Duce deg]’ Israelite

IFI (Soprano)  Sua figlia

STORGE (Alto) Moglie di Gefte
GETRO (Soprano)  Capitano, Amante di Ifi

La Poesia e del Sign. Pariati, Poeta di Sua M Ces. e Catt.
La Musica é del Sig. Antonio Lotti, primo Organista nella Cappella

Ducale di S. Marco in Venezia.

The music is scored for:

violin I + II, viola
continuo section (harpsichord, theorbo, violoncello, contrabass)

Instrumental parts are available on request.

See the Editorial Notes on aria N° 4, concerning repeats in arias.

L VOTO Crudele is one of only two oratorios by Lotti known to survive complete. It
tells the Biblical story of Jephtha, (from Judges, chaper 11). ‘Gefte’ (in Italian form)
leads the Israelites in an insurrection against the ocupying Ammonites. He vows to
sacrifice the first living thing he meets to God if he is successful. The Ammonites are
defeated, but Gefte sees his daughter, Ifi, on his return home, and must therefore sacrifice
her to God. She humbly submits, asking only for a two-month delay, so that she may weep.
It was first performed in 1712 in Vienna, at the Imperial Chapel of the Holy Roman
Emperor, Charles VI.
We do not know how many oratorios Lotti wrote. While libretti and documentary
evidence supports as many as eight different works, fragmentary music sources suggest

even more.



EDITORIAL NOTES

This edition aims to be a usable score for performance or study, and is based on the surviving
manuscript and the printed libretto. The numbering of arias and recits has been preserved from
the score. Modern conventions of clef, accidental validity, beaming and barring have been used.
Dashed slurs, and bracketed dynamics, accidentals and bass figures are editorial. Da Capo al Fine
instructions have been made explicit. (see note below about repeats). Neither the libretto nor the
score contain any dramatic instructions.

Amendments to assumed errors or uncertainties are listed below.

The Austrian National Library (Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek) holds the manuscript of the
score, Mus.Hs.17695, and it can be consulted online. The only known copy of the libretto is held
at the Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice (MISC.2641.09).

2. Aria: Guerra il Ciel

1, Violin 1: First two notes
lack secondary beam in
source.

4. Aria: Ma non ¢ per anco
spento

32, Violin 1: Violin and viola
parts 32-35 editorially
added, as basso line
matches the ritornello.

48: At the end of the aria,
the source repeats bar 10,
where the singer comes in,
and then indicates 'Da
Capo'. This suggests that the
ritornello is not to be
repeated. The 'Fine' is not
explicit, beyond a fermata
in bar 35.

This treatment is found in
many of the arias in this
form (ritornello plus solo
with continuo). Perfomers
may wish to devise their
own scheme, such as a true
Da Capo, or only repeating
the Ritornello. See the
comments for 16, 20, 37.

7. recit.

17: The change to Gefte on
the recit line is marked with
a key signature of two
sharps, though they are not
continued on the next line,
and they don't appear on
the basso staff.

12. Aria: Perché l'empio a
terra cada

19, Getro: Source has spada
instead of tromba here.

16. Aria: Va diviso in duo
pensieri

1, Basso: This aria could
start with the instrumental
section that occurs at the
end.

17. recit.

4, voice: Source has G for
final two notes. Changed to
B flat.

20. Quella Clivia
inamorata

13, Basso: The source has
the basso alone here, and at
45. The upper strings from
the introduction have been
editorially added here.

45: The upper strings have
been editorially added to
the ground bass here.

29. recit (con archi)
9, Viola: Source has A;
changed to C.

36. recit.

14, voice: Last note is E# in
source. Changed to F#.

19, voice: An extra note
(quaver D on 2nd beat) has
been added to this bar,
which was missing, and
which helps to fit the
syllables better.

37. Dimmi, vedesti mai

75, Basso: The source ends
with a repeat of bar 51,
followed by the words 'Da
Capo'. It is assumed that a
repeat of the 2nd half of the
aria is intended, though it

may be a mistake.
Performers may prefer
alternative repeats.

39. Del tuo ciglio del tuo
brando

38, Basso: Source has C# on
last note, but bar 42 has C
natural.

40. recit.

7, voice: This bar is
incomplete in the source;
an extra quaver A has been
added after the first note.
Alternative readings may be
possible.

42. recit.

9, Continuo: Source has a
minim B (flat), at the start
of a new system, with a tie
on the left hand side.
Changed to A.

43. Quella tromba che lieta
rimbomba

43, Gefte: Source has F with

a sharp accidental; changed
to G#.

44. recit.

7 voice: Source has A for
last note (IFT's entry);
though there is a 'splodge’
on the note, which may
suggest an alteration.

33, voice: First note is D in
source; changed to C.

45. Per questo pianto
amaro

10, Ifi: The natural is
missing here, but the violin

has a pencilled natural on
its C (on the same staff
position) as the vocal staff
in the source.

53. Morira, la figlia amata
5, Viola: Source has G for
fourth note, but A at the
ritornello in b.20.

22, Gefte: In the source, the
page splits bar 22 in half,
and there is a further half-
bar, before the 4/4 metre
returns. The edition
therefore is half a bar ‘out’
until the end.

55. Se di sangue tanta sete
3, Viola: Source has C on 3rd
beat. Changed to D.

56. recit.
10, recit. The note for ‘che’
on the last beat is an E flat.

57. Prima ch'io sia fedel
43, Basso: The word
‘fermarsi’is written under
the Basso line, for the last
two beats. It is assumed
that the soloist will add a
cadenza. The fermata has
been added editorially.

66. Lieta, o Padre

1: Violin 2 has no E natural
here, nor in bar 8, in the
source.

15, Gefte: Source has A flat
for first note. Changed to
Bb, to match Continuo.
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2. Guerra il Ciel mi dice
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