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GEFTE (Tenor) Duce degl’ Israelite

IFI (Soprano) Sua !glia

STORGE (Alto) Moglie di Gefte

GETRO (Soprano) Capitano, Amante di I!

PERSONAGGI

La Poesia è del Sign. Pariati, Poeta di Sua M Ces. e Catt.
La Musica è del Sig. Antonio Lotti, primo Organista nella Cappella

Ducale di S. Marco in Venezia.

IL VOTO Crudele is one of only two oratorios by Lotti known to survive complete. It
tells the Biblical story of Jephtha, ( from Judges, chaper 11). ‘Gefte’ (in Italian form)
leads the Israelites in an insurrection against the ocupying Ammonites. He vows to
sacri!ce the !rst living thing he meets to God if he is successful."e Ammonites are

defeated, but Gefte sees his daughter, I!, on his return home, and must therefore sacri!ce
her to God. She humbly submits, asking only for a two-month delay, so that she may weep.
It was !rst performed in 1712 in Vienna, at the Imperial Chapel of the Holy Roman

Emperor, Charles VI.
We do not know how many oratorios Lotti wrote. While libretti and documentary

evidence supports as many as eight di#erent works, fragmentary music sources suggest
even more.

IL VOTO CRUDELE

"e music is scored for:

violin I + II, viola
continuo section (harpsichord, theorbo, violoncello, contrabass)

Instrumental parts are available on request.

See the Editorial Notes on aria N° 4, concerning repeats in arias.



"is edition aims to be a usable score for performance or study, and is based on the surviving
manuscript and the printed libretto."e numbering of arias and recits has been preserved from
the score. Modern conventions of clef, accidental validity, beaming and barring have been used.
Dashed slurs, and bracketed dynamics, accidentals and bass !gures are editorial.DaCapo al Fine
instructions have beenmade explicit. (see note below about repeats). Neither the libretto nor the
score contain any dramatic instructions.

Amendments to assumed errors or uncertainties are listed below.

"e Austrian National Library (Österreichische Nationalbibliothek) holds the manuscript of the
score, Mus.Hs.17695, and it can be consulted online."e only known copy of the libretto is held
at the Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice (MISC.2641.09).

EDITORIAL NOTES

2. Aria: Guerra il Ciel
1, Violin 1: First two notes
lack secondary beam in
source.

4. Aria: Ma non è per anco
spento
32, Violin 1: Violin and viola
parts 32-35 editorially
added, as basso line
matches the ritornello.
48: At the end of the aria,
the source repeats bar 10,
where the singer comes in,
and then indicates 'Da
Capo'."is suggests that the
ritornello is not to be
repeated."e 'Fine' is not
explicit, beyond a fermata
in bar 35.
"is treatment is found in
many of the arias in this
form (ritornello plus solo
with continuo). Perfomers
may wish to devise their
own scheme, such as a true
Da Capo, or only repeating
the Ritornello. See the
comments for 16, 20, 37.

7. recit.
17:"e change to Gefte on
the recit line is marked with
a key signature of two
sharps, though they are not
continued on the next line,
and they don't appear on
the basso sta#.

12. Aria: Perché l'empio a
terra cada
19, Getro: Source has spada
instead of tromba here.

16. Aria: Va diviso in duo
pensieri
1, Basso:"is aria could
start with the instrumental
section that occurs at the
end.

17. recit.
4, voice: Source has G for
!nal two notes. Changed to
B $at.

20. Quella Clivia
inamorata
13, Basso:"e source has
the basso alone here, and at
45."e upper strings from
the introduction have been
editorially added here.
45:"e upper strings have
been editorially added to
the ground bass here.

29. recit (con archi)
9, Viola: Source has A;
changed to C.

36. recit.
14, voice: Last note is E# in
source. Changed to F#.
19, voice: An extra note
(quaver D on 2nd beat) has
been added to this bar,
which was missing, and
which helps to !t the
syllables better.

37. Dimmi, vedesti mai
75, Basso:"e source ends
with a repeat of bar 51,
followed by the words 'Da
Capo'. It is assumed that a
repeat of the 2nd half of the
aria is intended, though it

may be a mistake.
Performers may prefer
alternative repeats.

39. Del tuo ciglio del tuo
brando
38, Basso: Source has C# on
last note, but bar 42 has C
natural.

40. recit.
7, voice:"is bar is
incomplete in the source;
an extra quaver A has been
added after the !rst note.
Alternative readings may be
possible.

42. recit.
9, Continuo: Source has a
minim B ($at), at the start
of a new system, with a tie
on the left hand side.
Changed to A.

43. Quella tromba che lieta
rimbomba
43, Gefte: Source has F with
a sharp accidental; changed
to G#.

44. recit.
7 voice: Source has A for
last note (IFI's entry);
though there is a 'splodge'
on the note, which may
suggest an alteration.
33, voice: First note is D in
source; changed to C.

45. Per questo pianto
amaro
10, I!:"e natural is
missing here, but the violin

has a pencilled natural on
its C (on the same sta#
position) as the vocal sta#
in the source.

53. Morirà, la %glia amata
5, Viola: Source has G for
fourth note, but A at the
ritornello in b.20.
22, Gefte: In the source, the
page splits bar 22 in half,
and there is a further half-
bar, before the 4/4 metre
returns."e edition
therefore is half a bar ‘out’
until the end.

55. Se di sangue tanta sete
3, Viola: Source has C on 3rd
beat. Changed to D.

56. recit.
10, recit."e note for ‘che’
on the last beat is an E $at.

57. Prima ch'io sia fedel
43, Basso:"e word
‘fermarsi’ is written under
the Basso line, for the last
two beats. It is assumed
that the soloist will add a
cadenza."e fermata has
been added editorially.

66. Lieta, o Padre
1: Violin 2 has no E natural
here, nor in bar 8, in the
source.
15, Gefte: Source has A $at
for !rst note. Changed to
Bb, to match Continuo.
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16.	Va	diviso	in	duo	pensieri
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- - - - - - - - - -spe ri la co stan za, e te mer m’in spi ra a
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    




 


 


















   


   
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17.	recit.
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18.	Vanne	armato	o	dolce	amore
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - -da ce quel la fa ce, ond’ e gli in spi ra no bil i ra ai gran di E ro i, ond’ e gli in

       

 
  






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  




   
    



 
 






 
 



 


  




      

 

       











 


- - - - - - - -spi ra no bil i ra ai gran di E ro i.

Dal	Segno	al	Fine

   


 



    

32

46 Il	voto	crudele

©	2022	Ben	Byram-Wigfield.	Free	to	print.



  


   

   














 






 







  


















 







 










 





   







 






 


 


 












- - - - - - - - - - -

GEFTE

Nu me su pre mo al di cui tro no e ter no fan cor teg gio fe de le il Tem po, e’l

Violin	I

Violin	II

Viola

RECIT.

Continuo



    

    


   






 


















   









   














 



 





     







 






 


 


 


- - - - - - - - -Fa to, que sto è il mo men to gran de in cui si puo te dai ni po ti d’A bra mo,




5

      

      

        












 







  

















    











 






















   






















   







 






 


 


 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - -e sa lu te spe rar, e li ber ta de. Deh tu por gi al le no stre in cli te spa de de tuoi ful mi ni il

9
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29.	recit	(con	archi)




     




     


     










 

























 
















  







 







 




 









 



 



  

 








 






 


 


 


- - - - - - - - - - - -van to si che il ne mi co in fran to del mio piè vin ci tor ba ci la glo ria, che tua pe rò sa rà,



13

   

    

   




































   









 


















 






















   











 














- - - - - - - - - - - - - -Se la vit to ria Si gnor tu mi con ce di, al tuo gran no me vit ti ma ri ve ren te ti pro met to sve

17

       

    
     

          














  



















   

















 

















 










  

   
   













 














- - - - - - - - - - - -nar la pri ma vi ta, ch’e sca dal le mie so glie, all’ or ch’io rie da fa mo so nei tro fei col mo di pre da.





21
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   
  

   


 




 





   

   
  







 




 




 




 





 











- -Ven go a voi, ven go a voi,

GEFTE

Basso


    

   
          

         




   

   
  

 




   




 
 






 







- - - - - - - - - -schie re su per be più cru del, che il ven no all’ er be, più fa tal che il nem bo ai �o ri.

 

6

 
         

  






       



 




 




 




   
   


 






 







- - - - - - - - -Ven go a voi schie re su per be, più cru del che il ven no al er be, più fa tal che il nem bo ai

 

10



                    
  

       


 

  

  


 




 



 




 




 








 





 






- - - - - - - - - - - -�o ri, più fa tal che il nem bo ai �o ri.

      

13

     

































      
















 


  


          

      
         

                 













 


















- - -Fie ro tur bi ne del

 

17
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30.	Vengo	a	voi






















      






































          


    

     
              

   

             



















 






- - - - - - - -cie lo, Fie ro tur bi ne del cie lo, fol ta gran di

    

26


























































               






    

   





   


 












  


  



















 






- - - - - - - - -ne di ge lo, por tan se co i miei fu ro ri, por tan se co

  

35

 


























      






















    


        

      




    



  



         

   




 



  



















 






- - - - - - - - -i miei fu ro ri, i miei fu ro ri, por tan se co i miei fu

 







43




















      

   

 


    

 
  


  


    






  


             





             

 


 
           













 






- - - - -

Da	Capo	al	Fine

ro ri, i miei fu ro ri.
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45.	Per	questo	pianto	amaro
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59.	Se	convien	che	la	mia	vita
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              



  

     


 
    



  

      


       


 



  



  




 



      


  

  
    

  
     


 
















 


 


 


 


- - - - -

Da	Capo	al	Fine

do ri a quei bei li di, a quei bei li di, bei li di.


      













      
 

    
 





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        



 


 

   


   


  



 


         



 



   

   



 









 

 

 









- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

O for te cor, che il cor in sen m’uc ci di.

O for te cor, che il cor in sen m’uc ci di.

O for te cor, che il cor in sen m’uc ci di.

GETRO

STORGE

GEFTE

Basso

 

 





 








 






 


















 



  











































    









 






- - - - - - - - - - -

IFI

So lo pri ma ch’io mo ra, do na mi o Ge ni tor, che per due lu ne fra le ru pi so lin ghe io

RECIT.

Continuo

 










  

















 







 


















   






 







   

         









 


- - - - - - - - - - - -pian ga al me no. Giu sta l’u so na ti o, non già del vi ver mi o, ma del vo stro do lor l’o

6








  















 










  



 







 









   



























  
   











 


- - - - - - - - - - -pre im por tu ne. Pa dre. Stor ge. Mio Ge tro, io va do ad di o.

STORGE

Ne men mi chia mi, o

11

 



















  
 








  
 







 







 


    











     




  
    











 


- - - - - - - - - - -Fi glia, col bel no me di Ma dre un Dì sì ca ro?

IFI

Nell’ an go scia, che pro vo e trop po a ma ro.

GETRO

O par

16








    






 






  
 



 






  








 




       











 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -ten za mor ta le!

STORGE

O do lo ro sa as sen za!

GEFTE

O d’un vo to cru de le as pra sen ten za!
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65.	recit.



  
  

        
    

      

    
  

 


         




         




     

 








      



 
       



     

  

  

  

  

 


  


 


  



  


 


  



 


 


















 



 



 



 



 



 



 

















Violin	I

Violin	II

Viola

GETRO

IFI

STORGE

GEFTE

Basso






   


   

    

  

  
  

      
 

    
      

 
   



  

  

 


  


 


 



  


 


 



    


















 



 



 



 



 



 



 



- - - - - - - - - -Lie ta, o Pa dre, io ti per do no. Ca ra Ma dre, io t’ab ban do no. A te do no il mio cor,
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   
  

        

  


         
 

  








      

  


        

  


      


  

  

  






  


 


 



  




   





















 



 



 



 



 



 



 



- - - - - - - -Ge tro, Ge tro fe del. Lie ta, o Pa dre, io ti per do no. Ca ra







7

   
   

   
   

   

  


       

 


       
           



   
   

   


  

 




    



        
 

  


















 



 



 



 



 



 



 



























- -

- - - - - - -

- -

- -

Oh vo to fu

Ma dre, io t’ab ban do no. A te do no il mio cor, Ge tro fe del.

Oh vo to fu

Oh vo to fu



10
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    



   

    


 
 

 
  



   

 
  



 
 

        
 

   
     






    



 
 

     


 

    


  



 
  

 
     


















 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 















- - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - -

- - - -

ne sto, oh vo to cru del.

Voi tem pra te i pian ti a ma ri pe gni miei ca ri. Ar ri ve

ne sto, oh vo to cru del.

ne sto, oh vo to cru del.

 

 




 

 





14

  

  

  

  

           
             

  

  

  

   







      


  
  


















 



 



 



 



 



 



 



- - - - - - - - - - - - -der ne in Ciel, ar ri ve der ne in Ciel. Voi tem pra te i pian ti a ma ri pe gni miei ca ri.
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 

 

 

 


     

  
  

     

 

 

   
 








  
  


















 



 



 



 



 



 



 


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