ANCIENT GROOVE MUSIC

ANTONIO LOTTI
(1667 - 1740)

L’UMILTA CORONATA
IN ESTER

ORATORIO

CANTANO, E REPLICATO
NELL’ AUGUSTISSIMA CAPPELLA
DELLA SACRA CES. E CATT. REALE

MAESTA
CARLO VI

IMPERADORE DEI ROMANI
SEMPRE AUGUSTO

L’Anno MDCCXIV

Edited by
Ben Byram-Wigfield

neient
roove
music



L’UMILTA CORONATA IN ESTER

PERSONAGGI

ASSUERO (Soprano)  Re di Persia

VASTI (Soprano)  Regina, sposa dAssuero
ESTER (Soprano)  Figlia degli Ebrei, nipote di
Mordocheo

AMANO (Alto) Governatore
MORDOCHEOQO (7enor) Zio d’ Ester
CHARSENNA (Basso) Consigliere dAssuero

CORO di Convittati

CORO di Damigelle

CORO di Ebrei

La Poesia e del Sign. Pariati, Poeta di Sua M Ces. e Catt.
La Musica e del Sig. Antonio Lotti, primo Organista nella Cappella

Ducale di S. Marco in Venezia.



"UMILTA Coronata in Ester is one of only two oratorios by Lotti that survive

complete. It tells the Biblical story of Ester, in which the Jewish people, exiled in

Persia, risk being condemned to death, but are ultimately saved by Ester’s virtue

and bravery. It was first performed in 1714 in Vienna, at the Imperial Chapel of
the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles VI, with a second performance in 1721. However, a
libretto survives of an Oratorio by Lotti in 1712, to a Latin text on the same subject:
Humilitas Exaltata, seu Esther Regina. This was performed in Venice at San Lazaro, the
chapel of the Ospedale dei Mendicanti.

The Mendicanti was one of four Venetian institutions that took in abandoned children.
The girls would be prepared for life as servants, wives, or nuns: but those with musical
talent would be trained and could remain a musician within the Ospedale for the rest of
their life. A list of the original performers survives:

Assuerus Rex: Prudenza

Vashti Regina: Angiola Teresa

Esther: Fiorina

Praefectus Curiae, Patruus Esther: Cecilia

Aman, Satraparum Princeps: Maria Padovana

Charsenna, a consiliis Assueri: Annetta

Zethar & Harbona, ministri Regis: Maria Bassa, Maria Canuti

Abra, una ex ancillis Vashti: Orsetta

Maria Bassa is the documented name of a virtuoso violinist and maestra of the Mendicanti
at the time. From the other names (lacking family names), all the parts were clearly played
by figlie del coro.

What is more, the Latin text of this oratorio is a close match to the Italian one, to the extent
that several of the Italin arias could have the Latin text swapped in with little alteration.
Did Pariati write the Latin text with an Italian equivalent in mind?

The conclusion of the oratorio makes two bold claims: that Ester’s virtue makes her an
Old Testament analogue of Mary; and that while all Kings will bow to her, she will hold the
Austrian lineage of the Holy Roman Emperor dearest. The Latin version is slightly more
subdued, but claims special status for Hadriae Publica Res: a stylised Latin metonym for
the Venetian Republic.

We do not know how many oratorios Lotti wrote. While libretti and documentary
evidence supports as many as eight different works, fragmentary music sources suggest

even more.



EDITORIAL NOTES

This edition aims to be a usable score for performance or study, and is based on the surviving
manuscripts and the printed libretto. Modern conventions of clef, accidental validity, beaming
and barring have been used. Dynamics and accidentals in brackets and dashed slurs are
editorial. Stage directions and descriptions from the libretto have been added. Da Capo al Fine
instructions have been made explicit. Amendments to assumed errors or uncertainties are listed

below.

Both the manuscript and printed libretti are available to consult online.

The Austrian National Library (Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek) holds the manuscript of the
score, Mus.Hs.17671, and a set of instrumental parts, Mus.Hs.17672 (1-4). A libretto of the 1721
revival is available online from the Milano Biblioteca Nazionale Braidense (Racc.dramm.5545).

7. recit.

7: Libretto has amor’
instead of ancor’.

15: Score has cero; libretto
has coro.

16: Score has grandezza'.

8. Cosi vedrai tal’or del
sole

16, Violin II: Source has D
for third note.

32, Amano: There are no
sharps in the source.

9. recit.
13: Score has ‘coraggio’
instead of ‘disprezzo’.

11. recit.

22: Source has two
crotchets for first two notes,
then quaver rest.

13. recit.

5: Libretto uses ‘Mardocheo’,
but the Score consistently
uses ‘Mordocheo’, which is
closer to Mordecai.

15. recit.
16: The Libretto has ‘Nel
sonno io pure’.

16. In verde prato, e in
mezzo

15, Viola: Score has Bflat for
finale note in Viola part.

21, Ester: Libretto has ‘in lei
spargea’; Score has ‘ivi
spargea’.

27, Ester: Score has ‘sorgea’s
libretto has ‘s’ergea’.

17. recit.

9: The two notes on C are
semiquavers in the score.
24: Score has A for third
note.

19. recit.

35: Score has too many
notes: 2 crotchets, quaver
rest, then the notes as
written here.

20. Condanni amor
sdegnato

15, Viola: Score has F# E D.
This is likely a copyist error
(same notes as b. 16). The
‘error’ also occurs at 101.
23, Viola: Score has G for
last note. Changed to E.

27, Basso: The Score has an
E flat in this bar.

26. Se cacciata fu dal nido
25, Violin, Viola: First note
looks like D in source.
Changed to C, matching
phrase at 46.

47, Violin, Viola: Source has
A (natural) for last note.
Changed to G, matching
pattern on earlier figure at
26.

30. Se di perle rugiadose
71, Ester: Score has ‘pietose’;
libretto has ‘preziose’.

74, Basso: Source has C for
minim in this bar. Changed
to D.

31. recit.

1: Score has quavers for last
three notes (causing too
many notes in the bar).

32. Ecco la violetta

The libretto marks this
chorus as ‘Coro di Ebrei’,
though the score assigns
the staves to each of the
characters, most of which
are not Hebrew.

49, Viola: Score has A for
last note. Changed to G.

51, Ester: Score has D as last
note. Changed to E (flat) to
match 63.

34. Che il mio trono a me si
renda

15, Vasti: The libretto has
‘chieggo’ instead of ‘chiedo’
in the score (for all
instances).

46, Vasti: The libretto has
‘rivale’; the score has
‘nemica’.

36. Ad cader d’'un olmo
altero

53, Amano: The assignment
of syllables to notes in 54 to
56 is unclear. The dashed
slurs indicate beamed
quavers in the source,
though the first syllable
‘gno’ appears under the
third note.

37. recit.

2: Bar 2 has 5 beats in the
vocal staff. A quaver rest has
been removed from the
start of the bar, and the first
two quavers have been
halved. The fourth bar from
the end is only two beats in
both staves (a C minim in

continuo).

38. 1l suo cor piu ch’il suo
bello

4, Violin: Source has F, C.
Ritornello has Eb, C.
Changed to match
ritornello and vocal entry.
8, Viola: Source has D for
2nd note, but repeated E in
Ritornello.

34, Charsenna: Source has
Bb. Changed to D.

43, Violin: Source has A
with natural. Changed to B
natural.

40. Se troppo ¢ lento il
fulmine

31, Charsenna: Libretto has
‘Quando a noi’. Score has
‘Quanto sen vien’'.

42. Sempre fido; sempre
grato

41, Basso: Score has three A
crotchets, but pencil dots
on the B line. The harmony
would indeed suggest B flat.
73: The score departs from
the libretto significantly
from this point, rearranging
the order of the sentences.
The libretto starts with ‘La
mia vita’. The libretto has ‘Il
gioir mio’ instead of ‘Il viver
mio’.

77: Score has ‘la mia vita’
sung by Ester, and ‘il viver
mio’ sung by Assuero.

84, Assuero: In the score,
these two phrases 84-87
were sung by Ester first,
then Assuero. They have



been switched, to matched
the alternation and the
libretto.

89, Ester: The score has
‘Regal pieta’ for both
voices.

50: Si: cadrai, superba
gente

90, Amano: The source has
only one sharp on the first A
of bar 90; and another A
sharp in bar 95. None of the
As between (including last
note of 90) has a sharp.

99, Amano: The text here is
from the head of the aria’s A
section. The words ‘gente
superba’ are switched from
the initial order (which is as
the libretto).

102, Amano: The source
uses single sharps on notes
already sharpened by the

key signature, to convey
double sharps. The F in bar
102 and the E in bar 103
both have a sharp, but they
have been discounted for
the edition.

52: Vo’ sperar qual
Rondinella
16, Vasti: Score has ‘verno

ingrato’. Libretto has ‘irato’.

54: Le chiome sparse, e
squallide

23, Soprano: The score has
‘la Parca’ instead of ‘la
morte’ in the libretto.

56: Non temer

29, Basso: Score has E for
second note. Changed to
D#. The D in the following
bar has no sharp.

58: Usa il ferro, ed usa il
foco

97, Violin I: Source has C for
first note in Violin, but Bb
in vocal line.

98, Violin I: Source has
straight quavers in Violin.
181, Violin I: Alternatively,
the instrumental ritornello
(which has divided violins)
from the start could be
played here.

60: Dio pietoso, Dio
clemente

6, Ester: Where pairs of
notes are not dotted in the
vocal line, but dotted in the
strings, they have been
dotted.

10, Ester: There seem to be
too many lyrics for the
notes in the bar. The
repetition ‘esalta I’'umita’

has been changed to
Vumilta’.

61: recit.

19: The libretto and the
score diverge consideably
here.

Fiorite sempre verdi, o
eccelsi Allori,

E di Ester bel nome

Il nome di Maria sempre si
onori.

SYNOPSIS

King Assuero (Ahasuerus or Xerxes) of Persia rejects his wife, Vasti (Vashti) after she refuses to
attend him when he calls for her. He then meets Ester, the niece of Mordocheo (Mordechai), and
chooses her as his wife and queen. Mordocheo rejoices for the exalted fortunes of the Jewish
people.

Vasti and Amano (Haman), the king’s minister, conspire against Ester, Mordocheo and the Jewish
people. Amano persuades Assuero that the Jews should be put to death for imagined treason. Ester
then reveals to Assuero that she is Jewish, and therefore must be condemned under his own law.
Assuero assures her that she will be safe. Mordocheo urges his people to take up arms against their
persecutors, and reveals Vasti and Amanos plot to the King, who orders Amanos execution,
revokes his decree, and calls for feasting in Ester’s honour.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The music is scored for:
violin I + II, viola
oboeI +1I

continuo section (harpsichord, theorbo, bassoon, violoncello, contrabass)

Instrumental parts are available on request.
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3. Mai non vegga il nostro Re
4. Coro: D’Assuero a I'Tmpero
5. Serbi adesso eterna fé

6. Coro: D'Assuero a I'ITmpero
7. recit.

8. Cosi vedrai tal’or del sole
9. recit.

10. Perda il Regno

11. recit.

12. Poco importa se tal’ una delle stelle
13. recit.

14. Dopo il pil1 crudo vento
15. recit.

16. In verde prato, e in mezzo
17. recit.

18. Preda forse d’altro amore
19. recit.

20. Condanni amor sdegnato
21. recit.

22. Coro: Col raggio sereno
23. recit.

24. Sei mia sposa

25. recit.

26. Se cacciata fu dal nido
27. recit.

28. Non ¢ il cor d’Assuero

29. recit.

30. Se di perle rugiadose

31. recit.

32. Coro: Ecco la violetta
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