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Lotti wrote seven settings of hymn texts, and these
short works are the most functional of Lotti’s
liturgical compositions.!ree of the hymns —Ecce
panis angelorum, Pange lingua and Vexilla regis
proderunt— are metrical, entirely homophonic
settings, designed for each (or any) verse to be sung
to the same music. Two are polyphonic settings of
alternate verses, intended to take turns with
plainchant: the work described in various library
catalogues as Tu lumen, tu splendor, is a polyphonic
setting of verses 2, 4 and 6 of the hymn Christe
Redemptor omnium; the work which starts with the
text ‘Nil canis suavitur’ is a setting of verses 2, 4 and
5 of Jesu dulcis memoriam. !e remaining hymn,
Crudelis Herodes, is a short polyphonic setting of
the hymn’s "rst verse, and it is unclear whether the
remaining verses were expected to be sung to the
com- posedmusic or the plainchant.

Sources for four of the works are found in the
Archivio di San Marco (Christe redemptor omnium,
Ecce panis angelorum, Pange lingua, and Surrexit
Christus hodie), which suggests that they were
performed at the ducal chapel. Indeed, the text of
the hymn Surrexit Christus hodie is a version
particular to the liturgy of San Marco in Venice,
which di#ers somewhat from that of Rome.
Conversely, the text of Crudelis Herodes is not used
in the Marcan liturgy, so would have been
composed for another church in the city. !e
remaining hymns (Vexilla regis and Jesu dulcis
memoria) are also likely to have been written for
other Venetian churches.
!e dates we have for these works are all around

the 1730s, at the end of Lotti’s life, when he was
producing more devotional a cappella works,
rather than the more elaborate, ostentatious, con-
certatoworks of his earlier career.
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Plainsong verses have been taken from the liber usualis. Note values have been halved, except for triple-time
sections, which have been quartered.

Christe Redemptor omnium: Source: Vienna, Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde inWien, (A-Wgm) A 411: an
autograph in score; Archivio di SanMarco, (I-Vsm) B783/1-24: a set of late 18th-century part books.
Crudelis Herodes: Source: Venice, Biblioteca Nazionale Marcia, Cod. It. IV 1737, a 19th-century manuscript in
score. Original part allocation is for two tenors and a Bass.
Ecce panis angelorum: (I-Vsm) Venice, Procuratoria di SanMarco, B852/1-22, a set of 18th-century parts books.
Jesu dulcismemoria: Assisi, Biblioteca S. Convento, (I-Af) Sartori MS. 175-9, an 18th-century manuscript in score.
59, A: last note in source is A, but altered to a G in a later hand. 62, T: 3rd note is F in source, changed to D here.
Pangue lingua: Venice, Archivio di SanMarco, (I-Vsm) B852/1-22, a set of 18th-century part books.!e "nal Amen
is written in a later hand.
Surrexit Christus hodie: Vienna, Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde inWien (A-Wgm) A412: an autograph score;
Venice, Archivio di SanMarco, (I-Vsm) B773/1-6: a 19th-century score.
Vexilla regis:Dresden, Sächsische Landesbibliothek – Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek, (D-Dl) Mus. 2159-E-504.
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