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NOTES

This rare work by Claudio Casciolini follows the traditional Roman alternatim practice of two different
musical forms alternating between plainsong verses, before a unique final verse. It has been published in
two 19th-century editions as a four-part work. However, the earliest surviving manuscript source (I-Rsm
G-Mss-0239), dated 1751, contains a fifth part (Soprano 1) in the music for the first and last verses. A
manuscript by Pietro Alfieri of 1822 of Casiolini’s sacred works (D-Bsb Mus.ms. 3239) seems to have
ignored or accidentally forgotten the top Soprano part — possibly an oversight in transcribing from part-
books? — and this may have been the source for the subsequently published versions. The music of the
four-part ‘truncated’ editions is all but identical to the lower parts of the original, and when the missing
part is restored, the harmonic language of the work is clearly completed: this is certainly no ‘descant’
added subsequently to a simpler original.

The original Roman manuscript contains only one example of each musical form: first is an SSATB
Adagio in 4/2 to the words of the first verse. Next comes an SATB Andante in 3/1 triple-time, set to the
words of verse 6 of the hymn (Quis non posset). However, in a typical falsobordone, verse 6 would be
a plainsong verse. A third music form supplied for verse 15 (Virgo virginum) is an SATB Adagio; and
the work concludes with an SSATB final verse (Quando corpus) that changes meter. Previous published
editions have presented the work with only the first two forms, alternating between plainsong verses,
followed by the final verse.

This edition has recreated all the verses of the Stabat mater dolorosa hymn from the three musical forms
in the original manuscript: the plainsong hymn tune is used for even verses, and the first two music
forms alternate in the odd verses. For this edition, it was thought better to set the third musical form
to the penultimate verse (19: Christe, cum sit hinc) rather than for verse 15, in order not to spoil the
alternation of musical forms. After the final verse, the manuscript also contains music for two more verses
of the hymn (7: Pro peccatis suae and 19: Christe cum sit hinc), as it is not clear if they are parts of the
same work (one is for STB). These have been presented in an appendix, along with the original music
for verse 15, and they may be interpolated into the work if desired. Other fragmentary settings of verses
of the Stabat mater can be found in a handful of other manuscripts attributed to Casciolini, including a
variation on the same harmonic material as the five-part verses, and an SSBB settings of Eia mater (verse
9). However, there may be some doubt about their authenticity.

Because each verse has been constructed from one musical example, the underlay is editorial for all but
the first and last verses. As the text is a metrical hymn, there should be few possible alternatives.

The music is presented at the original pitch and note values, except for the triple-time sections, where
the note values have been halved. There should be a proportional relationship between the triple and
duple meters, with a triple-time bar equalling a minim or semibreve of the duple time. The plainsong
tune is taken from the liber usualis, and the plainsong verses are not included in the bar numbering
scheme. The poem’s text is frequently found in different versions: this edition uses the ‘Analecta’ form
more commonly found in 18th-century music. However, the Appendix version of verse 19 uses the later
form.

Claudio Casciolini (1697 - 1760) was a bass singer at the church of S Lorenzo in Damaso, in Rome. His
works are entirely sacred compositions.
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APPENDIX
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