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PREFACE

This collection contains more than 600
‘double-verse’ Anglican psalm chants, by
over 240 composers. The sheer number and
variety of compositions, designed to fit such
a strict and limited music form, is a testa-
ment to the skill and artistry of those who
have attempted it.

The number of chants that a choir might
need to illustrate their monthly cursus of
psalms might vary wildly. Indeed, a suffi-
ciently attractive and varied psalter could be
compiled from only a handful of names, the
chief exponents of the genre: Attwood,
Barnby, Goss, Ouseley, Smart, Stainer,
Turle, Walmisley, Wesley.

However, there is plenty of scope for other
composers who deserve to be better known,
often for a single example, even if they have
produced many others that are justifiably
neglected. There are also chants by clergy,
mathematicians, nobility, and even soldiers.
It is also notable that some 19™-century col-
lections included chants by women, and these
works ought to be afforded more attention.

This collection does not seek to be ex-
haustive —nor indeed definitive or authorit-
ative— but rather to collate those chants that
have appeared in some of the major antholo-
gies published throughout the 19" and early
20" centuries into one accessible compen-
dium.

Most anthologies present the chants in the
context of each psalm (or part thereof): as a
result, one composer’s chants may be strewn
throughout the pages. By contrast, this col-
lection presents the chants in alphabetical
order of composer, and does not make any
suggestion for which chant should accom-
pany particular words.

No satisfactory method of sorting multiple
works by the same author into any formal or-
der has been found. Chants frequently appear
in different keys, adapted to the musical con-
text that surrounds them, so there is no ‘defin-
itive’ key. One system for cataloguing chants
uses a ‘fingerprint’ of relative semitone inter-
vals in the melody as a numeric sequence, but
this does not easily reveal the strophic divi-
sions nor deal satisfactorily with any variant
forms of the same chant.

The experience of collating the chants has
shown that a chant may appear in a variety
of forms, usually by the inclusion or exclu-
sion of passing notes, runs, anticipations and
suspensions. Some chants have certainly
been ornamented over time; but the reverse
is also true: chants which were originally
more ornate have been ‘straightened out’.
Many 18"-century chants often have four
crotchets to a bar, which might suggest a
different performance style. Other variation
involves swapping the inner parts, if a high
or low key makes it more practical. It’s evid-
ent that some of the earlier chants have been
heavily revised over the years.

The composers included here are those
whose works are now in the public domain:
their deaths being before 1954. Another
volume of similar size could probably be com-
piled of chants by more recent composers,
should the necessary permissions be ob-
tained. An even larger anthology of single
chants could also be compiled.

Ben Byram-Wigfield
London, 2024



SOURCES

Cathedral Chants, Bennett & Marshall, 1829;
The Collection of Chants, Walmisley, 1845;

Anglican Psalter-Chants, Ouseley, (3™ edition, 1876);
The Chant-book Companion to the Book of Common Prayer, C. Vincent, 1880;

The Westminster Abbey Chant Book, Troutbeck and Bridge ,1894;
The New Cathedral Psalter with Chants, G.C. Martin, 1909;

The Parish Psalter with Chants, S.H. Nicholson, 1932.
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