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Allegri: Miserere (Unadorned)
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6 Allegri: Miserere (Unadorned)
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Allegri: Miserere (Unadorned) 9
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Source: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana: MSS 205 & 206, (1638). This is the earliest source for Allegri's original fauxbordon setting. It is written out
without the abbellimenii, which were pre-existing ornaments, known to the Papal Choir. A later manuscript in the Vatican library, dated 1731, shows a

major alteration to the first choir, superposing one of the tenor parts by an octave to become a soprano part.

The usual modern rendering of this work displays a further adaptation of the first choir, from an unknown source (possibly Mozart). The second choir
combines the first half of the verse as shown here, with ornaments, before the second half of the verse accidentally and erroneously shows the first half of
the verse again, but transposed up a fourth -- the top G thus becomes a Top C. This fortunate accident was never sung in the Sistine Chapel, but has made
the work famous in the modern era, despite the work being previously famous without it!

Other editions of this work are available from Ancient Groove Music, including details of the abbellimenti.
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Ancient Groove Music specialises in producing editions of sacred choral
music as well as other vocal and ensemble works, having the highest
standards of music engraving, academic rigour and performability. The
catalogue consists of scholarly editions, from the Renaissance through
the Baroque to the present day, designed by performers for performers.
We also publish books on music and literature written by musicians.
Wherever possible, we strive to meet the recommendations in British
Standard BS 4754:1982 for the presentation of music scores and parts.

Highlights of the collection include:

Miserere mei, by Gregorio Allegri, edited from the Vatican Manuscripts.

Four Tudor Settings of the Lord’s Prayer, designed to accompany the
well- known edition of Tudor Responses.

St. John Passion by Tomas Luis de Victoria, in a new English language
edition.

The sacred music of Antonio Lotti, including concertante works for
choir, soli and instruments, as well as masses, motets and canticles for
choir and organ.
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